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UM TO TEST EMERGENCY E-MAIL SYSTEM 
MISSOULA -
Don’t worry, this is only a test.
With the tragic shootings at Virginia Tech still very much in the national consciousness, 
The University of Montana will conduct an emergency communications test involving mass e- 
mailing the morning of Friday, Oct. 19.
The test will be conducted by Technology Support Services and the Office of Public 
Safety. A test message will be sent to all UM students and employees who have e-mail 
information on record.
“This will test one of the planned communication procedures we would use in the event 
of an actual emergency,” public safety Chief Jim Lemcke said.
The mass e-mail will include a link to the Office of Public Safety Web site, where 
people will be greeted by a headline reading, “This is only a test.” In a true emergency the 
page would list the nature of the emergency, the location of the problem, recommended 
actions, steps being taken to resolve the situation, resources to seek assistance and information 
about how people could assist others.
Lemcke said they will count hits Friday to see how well and quickly the system is used.
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Besides the mass e-mail, the emergency communication system will eventually involve 
phone notification to UM departments, text messages to Verizon customers, phone notification 
to residence life staff, and text and phone messaging to all subscribers of the Missoula County 
Reverse 9-1-1 system.
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